
Mike and Maggie (The Wonder Dog) 

 
Mike Petersen and Maggie Mae 

 

We first met Barb and Mike Petersen 

when they stopped by our motor home at the 

Badger show.  Barb had been researching different 

breeds and Mike was looking for a dog that he 

could train in Search and Rescue after he retired.  

The Petersen’s already had several doxies who 

were advanced in years. 

The dog they were attracted to 

immediately was Haley’s son Toby, only a few 

months old at the time, but his substantial build 

attracted Mike and they expressed an interest in 

perhaps getting a pup from Haley’s next litter, after 

Mike retired.  

As it has, so far, turned out Haley since 

has not been successfully bred. But a breeding of 

Starry and Dreyfuss produced a litter of six, three 

males and three females.  Barb and Mike came to 

the puppy evaluation in January of 2009, when the 

litter was 8 weeks old.  They both had fallen in love 

with one of the males, but the evaluator felt that red 

girl had the drive and overall temperament that 

would best suit the intended purpose. 

Starting within a week of going to the 

Petersen’s, red girl, renamed Maggie Mae went 

into training.  She was socialized, went through 

puppy kindergarten and then basic and advanced 

obedience.  At 11 months she and her nephew 

Charley, were tested for Search and Rescue.  

Charlie demonstrated a terrific nose, finding 

material many feet up in a tree, but the consensus 

of the testers was that Maggie Mae had the right 

combination of drive, focus and natural skills that 

would make her an ideal candidate for the task. 

Mike estimates that he has spent well over 300  

hours in training since the puppy kindergarten, 

spending about 30 hours per month. 

Mike described that there are three major 

areas of training, first is obedience, which is really 

training of both dog and handler. The second phase 

is the handler training as a “scout” or a person who 

assists a handler in the search and rescue tasks.  The 

third phase is again a team training, dog and handler 

Mike also described that everything starts 

simple, and as play.  For instance a handler put the 

dog into stay, then they run backwards and have the 

dog come to him, then he’ll do a simple hid, and call 

and so forth.  Each step just a bit more difficult, and 

fun, fun being a key. 

As in any training a key factor is fun and 

reward.  For Maggie fun and food is the key, she’ll 

do almost anything for a biscuit. 

In September of 2010 Mike and Maggie 

went to Nebraska.  Part of the training was to track a 

person in an urban setting.  Maggie went down a 

street about an hour after the “victim” traveled a path 

across streets, down sidewalks and in and out of 

stores.  She even went through a bar and into the 

bathroom. Maggie dutifully followed the sent, 

passed by running cars (with their stinky exhausts) 

in the smoky bar and into and out of the bathroom 

and eventually found her, Maggie had to “problem 

solve” a few time when she got diverted. At last she 

found the victim sitting by a table; outdoors behind 

an ice cream shop (she got a cone for that} 

Another training exercise had her follow a 

trail that had been laid about two days previous and 

had been traversed by people and dogs in the 

meantime – she found the victim again.  She passed 

her evaluation in Nebraska and is now a “Man 

Trailing Dog-Basic” on the North American Search 

Dog Network registry. 

A trailing dog is one who does a ground 

based sent search, the traditional nose to the ground 

stance well known to owners of field spaniels. There 

are two levels, the basic which is based on trailing a 

victim on a trail about 2 hours old, and the advanced 

where the trail is 2 to 3 miles in length and 2 days old. 



There is also training and certification of 

what is called Area S&R; which is based on the 

ability of the dog to follow scents in the air.  

.  Overall, according to Mike, Maggie has 

given the S&R community cause to admire the 

LB(lack)D as a can-do dog. They admired her 

focus and drive, and they were the one’s who gave 

her the moniker of Maggie the Wonderdog.  

We don’t know if there are presently any 

other Field Spaniel who is so certified, whether 

now or in the past, but Maggie’s certification, if not 

singular, is rare.  

There are also several other areas of 

specialization which Mike and Maggie will address 

in the future meanwhile Maggie Mae and Mike are 

looking forward to their first call to duty. 

Mike advises us that without motivation 

Maggie gets bored easily. So it’s on to the next 

steps.  Mike says, he’ll “ratchet it up” and is 

already planning the next phases. 

 
Barb with Charlie, Mike with Maggie 

 

For more detailed information on the standards go to the following websites: 

 

North American Search Dog Network (NASDN)  

http://www.nasdn.org/ 

K9 SOS 

http://www.k9sos.org/ 

National Association for Search and Rescue (NASAR) 

http://www.nasar.org/nasar/specialty_fields.php 

Law Enforcement Training Specialists (L.E.T.S.)  

http://www.letsk9professionals.org/ 

K-9 EMERGENCY RESPONSE TEAMS 

http://kert.synthasite.com/ 

 

 


